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Presenting The New Interim Senior Pastor 
Reverend Dan L. Siedenburg 

 

Pastor Dan L. Siedenburg was born January 15, 1953 in Boonville, Missouri to 
Arthur and Nora Siedenburg of Lone Elm, Missouri.  He has an older brother, Larry 
of Jefferson City, Missouri.  Pastor Siedenburg was received into Godõs family by 
Holy Baptism on February 15, 1953 at Zion Lutheran Church in Lone Elm and 
attended Zion Lutheran Elementary School and Bunceton High School.  He 
graduated from St. Paulõs College in Concordia, Missouri in 1973 and Concordia 
College in St. Paul, Minnesota in 1975.  He taught at Trinity Lutheran School in 
Mount Clemens, Michigan during the 1975-76 school year. 
 

On July 16, 1976 Pastor Siedenburg was married to Patricia Woltmann of 
Independence, Missouri. 
 

In the Fall of 1976 Pastor Siedenburg entered Concordia Theological Seminary in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana to begin a program of study for the pastoral ministry.  In 
1979 he served a vicarage (internship) at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Redondo 
Beach, California.   He graduated from the seminary on May 23, 1980 and was 
ordained at his home church, Zion Lutheran in Lone Elm, Missouri on June 15, 1980. 
 

Pastor Siedenburg received his first pastoral Call to Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
and School in Sheboygan, Wisconsin and was installed as the Assistant Pastor in 
September of 1980.  In January of 1982 he was installed as the Administrative 
Pastor of the same congregation and served in that position until October of 1987 
when he accepted the Call to be Senior Pastor of St. Stephanus Lutheran Church in 
St. Paul, Minnesota.  In 1994 he accepted the Call to serve as Senior Pastor of 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Redondo Beach, California.  In 1998 Pastor 
Siedenburg received and accepted the Call to pastor Fish Lake Immanuel Lutheran 
Church in Prior Lake, Minnesota where he served until receiving the Intentional 
Interim Calling to Messiah Lutheran Church in Mounds View, Minnesota. 
 

During the years of his ministry Pastor Siedenburg has served on various boards 
and committees within the South Wisconsin, Minnesota South and Pacific Southwest 
Districts of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  He has done graduate studies in 
the Doctor of Ministry program at the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago, 
Illinois and strives to be involved with the civic activities of the community. 
 

Pastor Dan and Patõs marriage has been blessed with two sons, Shannon and 
Nicholas and a daughter Hannah.  Their marriage has been especially blessed 
with two daughters in law, Debi (Shannon) and Lindy (Nicholas).  Pastor Dan and 
Patõs life has been greatly enriched with a grandson, Gavin and a granddaughter 
Ava. (Shannon and Debi) 
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STEWARDSHIP  

REACH  OUT  

An engineer, a psychologist, and a theologian were 
hunting in the wilds of northern Canada.  They became 
very cold and happened upon an isolated cabin.   When 
there was no answer to their repeated knocks, they turned 
the door knob and discover the cabin was unlocked. 
 

Presuming the hospitality of those who hunt in wilderness 
areas, they entered the cabin.  It was small with just two 
rooms and there was nothing unusual about it, except the 
coal stove.  The large, pot-bellied stove was suspended in 
mid-air by wires attached to the ceiling beams. 
 

òFascinating!ó said the psychologist, òit is obvious the 
lonely trapper feels isolated from humanity, and he has 
elevated his stove so he can curl up under it and 
emotionally return to his motherõs womb in a fetal position.  
Rather a brilliant means of adapting to oneõs 
environment!ó 
 

òThatõs a bunch of Freudian nonsense, my good man!ó said 
the engineer.  òThe man is simply practicing the laws of 
thermodynamics.  He discovered that by elevating his 
stove off the floor, he can distribute the heat more evenly 
through the cabin.  Simply the laws of physics put to 
practical use!ó 
 

The theologian then exclaimed:  òWith all due respect to 
both of your wisdom, youõre both wrong!  Hanging his 
stove from the ceiling has powerful religious symbolism.  
You see, fire, lifted up, has been a symbol of the nearness 
and active presence of God for centuries!  It is his way of 
coping with loneliness and a sense of abandonment.ó 
 

The three experts debated their individual theories of the 
elevated pot-bellied stove, all the while enjoying its 
warming effect, but without ever resolving their different 
theories.  While they were both debating and warming, 
the trapper returned to his cabin, and after a quick 
òWelcome to my humble shack,ó they immediately posed 
their question:  òWhy do you suspend your pot-bellied 
stove from the ceiling?ó 
 

His answer was brief and simple, òItõs just that I had 
plenty of wire but not much stove pipe!ó 
 

Letõs examine the simplicity of the trapper before we try 
to get flowery about applying his reality to our own lives.  
Weõve all got enough òsmartsó to stand back and apply 
the trapperõs conclusion to our personal Christian 
stewardship:  òItõs just that I had plenty of wire but not 
much stove pipe!ó 
 

Sometimes we get so caught up over òstewardshipó 
meaning just money or financial resources that we lose 
sight of the reality that God has given to some of us more 
time or more talent than God has given treasure.  
Whatever the case, Godõs will for our life is that we 
devote it to God as good managers. 
     

Many of us remember the old hymn which says, òIf you 
cannot speak like angels; if you cannot preach like 
Paul; You can tell the love of Jesus.  You can say He 
died for all!ó  But many of us donõt know how to tell 
others about our faith.  We know Jesus, but are unsure 
how to tell others just exactly what He means to us.  
Many things hold us backñfear, inadequacy, 
uncertaintyé...Beginning at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday 
night, April 1, 2008, we will offer a series of òTraining 
for Witnessingó sessions at Messiah.  These will be a 
very low-key, no-pressure to do or say anything.  
Mark your calendars now.  Just come and listen.  Take 
what you want and leave the rest.  Contact Pastor 
Bruce if you have any questions, 763-784-1786, ext. 
112.  BFrederickson@messiah-lutheran.org 
  

 
 
 
 

A Green Journey to 
�6�D�L�Q�W���3�D�W�U�L�F�N�·�V���,�U�H�O�D�Q�G 

Departure is only 5 months away and there still are a 
few spaces.  We have an exciting itinerary planned 
for you.  This exciting journey will be August 11-20, 
2008.  Contact Pastor Bruce or Ann if you have any 
questions, 763-784-1786, ext. 112.  
BFrederickson@messiah-lutheran.org 


